THE   CAROLINGIANS   AND   THE   VOLTE-FACE   OP   THE   PAPACY

country as far as Nimes, and then ascending the valley of the Rhone.
In August they came to Autun, which they pillaged, and then
returned to Spain, laden with booty.

Eudes, conscious that he was threatened in Aquitaine, safe-
guarded himself by giving his daughter in marriage to Otfiman,
the Arab chief of the frontier.

But at this time the Arabs were as greatly disturbed by civil
commotions as the Christians. In 732 the Governor of Spain,
Abd-er-Rhaman, who had just killed Othman, crossed the Pyrenees,
besieged Bordeaux, defeated Eudes at the passage of the Garonne,
and ravaging the countryside, moved northwards toward the
Loire. Eudes appealed to Charles for assistance, and he, in October
732, at the head of an army which was doubtless composed mainly
of Austrasians, defeated and repulsed the invader, and then turned
back without advancing farther.

But in the following year, 733, he arrived in Burgundy, and
occupied the city of Lyons; he certainly made an attempt to take
possession of the Midi; for leudes probatissimi were instructed to
hold the country in check.1 As far as Aquitaine was concerned
he was doubtless counting on Eudes. But it does not appear that
in doing these things he was taking any sort of measures against
Islam.

In 735 Eudes died, and Charles immediately fell upon Aquitaine,
He occupied the cities, and for better security left them in the
hands of his vassals. He undertook nothing against the Arabs, who
had just advanced from Narbonne to Aries, doubtless in virtue
of the previously signed agreement, and it does not appear that
he offered them the least resistance. Thus the entire shore of the
Gulf of Lyons was occupied by Islam. According to the chronicle
of Moissac, the Saracens remained four years in the country,
subjecting it to pillage,2

Charles, failing to subdue Aquitaine, left Chunold the son of
Eudes there as duke, in consideration of an oath of vassalage.3
He then proceeded to the Rhone valley4 which he subdued as far

1 PICHTER, op. tit., p. 195.               z Ibid,, p. 196.                s Ibid., p. 196.
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